
Dear Community Members, 

The annual school budget will be a topic of discussion for the Board and Superintendent at our Board of 

Education meetings over the next three months.  This process began with a preliminary budget outline 

on February 12th.  The superintendent will make a detailed budget proposal on March 12th, and a public 

hearing will be held on April 9th.  Two weeks later the board adopts a final budget, which will be up for 

the community vote on May 20th.   

In each of the past few years, the board has formed a Citizen’s Budget Advisory Committee, and 

members committed to attending several meetings and presentations.  For those who participated, it 

provided a place to learn much more specifically about school budgeting and to ask questions and 

express viewpoints in a way that is difficult at regular board meetings.  However, in an effort to boost 

participation and engage more residents, we’d like to try something different this year.  

We will hold a Budgeting 101 session on March 11th, beginning at 7 p.m. in the high school library. 

During this meeting, we will cover the details of how our budget is developed, its constraints, mandates, 

contracts, and the other parameters that go into school financing.  For the coming school year, we 

anticipate that we will be able to remain within the property tax levy cap, without significant cuts in 

programs or staffing.  So this may not seem to be the moment to spend time getting to know the 

background of the system.  However, there are many systemic and fiscal challenges facing our district 

and others across the State.  And, many changes in federal and State directives and laws will impact 

what we must pay for, and therefore what else we can afford, in the coming years.  An informed and 

active group of residents can make a difference and we hope that this session provides an opportunity 

for many to become involved.   

Walk-ins are welcome, but if you are interested in attending the March 11th session, we would 

appreciate an R.S.V.P. so that we can prepare enough materials for distribution.  Please send an email to 

the District Clerk at GenauerJ@hohschools.org or call Ms. Genauer at 478-6206.  If you have any specific 

topics you would like covered, please submit those as well. 

Sincerely, 

Eileen Baecher 

President, Board of Education 
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